
Animal Welfare 
Assessment Frameworks

Theory vs Practice
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• Checklist has 26 points

• Substantial knowledge of 
species required

• Some questions are 
ethical/value-related

• Observation + judgement = ?

• Never 100% objective
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• Pet Suitability of Mammal Species Assessment (Koene et al., 
2016)



Assessment Tools

• 5 Opportunities to Thrive (Vicino, G., 2015)

• Adaptation on 5 Domain Model (Sherwen et al., 2018)

• Guidelines for Inspection of Companion and Commercial 
Animal Establishments (Warwick et al., 2018)

• Animal Care Audit (Donkey Sanctuary of Canada)

• Ambassador Animal Evaluation Tool (AZA, 2016)



Assessing Animal 
Facilities in Practice

• Unknown territory

• Number of enclosures

• Animal species

• Time limitation



















• Take pictures / recordings

• Prioritize enclosures

• Use literature research to 
close any knowledge gap

• Compare findings to what 
legislation requires

Other considerations



Thank you for 
your time


