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We move the world to protect animals - from Canada to Costa Rica, from the UK to Denmark, from India to China.
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the needless suffering of animals.

decision makers to put animals on the global
agenda.

the world see how important animals are to all of us.
people to change animals’ lives for the better.

the world to protect animals.
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Problems, trends and emerging issues

We were known as
(World Society for the
Protection of Animals)
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The 20th-century is when exotic pets
grew further in popularity, and millions of animals started being
traded across the globe.

Recent estimates of the illegal global wildlife trade range from
$5-20 billion (USD). Live animal trade is worth $15 billion
industry in the U.S. alone (Farinato, 2004).

While the keeping of animals as pets is centuries old, global
trade of wildlife is causing millions of animals around the world
to suffer each year.

It is this industrial on a global scale that
causes immense and unnecessary suffering to wild animals,
depleting wild populations, disrupting ecosystems and
threatening human health and safety.

Overview of exotic pet issues globally



What's the problem?

Every day, thousands of wild animals are wild-
caught, both legally and illegally, or “farmed”

and sold into the global multi-billion-dollar exotic :

pet trade. Regardless of whether this trade is
legal or illegal, these animals can often suffer
terribly.

The journey can be quite cruel — and often
deadly whether the animals are removed from
the wild or bred in captivity. They may be
shipped long distances in substandard
conditions and mortality rates can be very high.
"Post-capture and pre-export mortality rates for
AGPs have been estimated between 30-60%
and as high as 70% - 90% in some instances"
(CITES, 2016)

Overview of exotic pet issues globally
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Physical danger to
humans

Animal Welfare Issues

lllegal wildlife trade
masquerading as legal
wildlife trade

Population depletion
and extinction

Invasive species threat
and introduction of
novel diseases to native
species

Human health
implications e.g.
zoonotic diseases

Agricultural implications
via diseases

Overview of exotic pet issues globally
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Today, exotic pets are big business and are a main driver of the trade of live animals.
There are over 500 species of reptiles and 500 species of birds traded live across the
world, most presumably destined for people’s homes or private menageries.

These numbers are staggering, as is the level of suffering wild animals kept as pets
endure. Capture from the wild, handling, transport, holding, breeding and other facets of
life in captivity routinely lead to chronic physical and psychological suffering.

Case Study: After the 2003 Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) outbreak the commercial import

of wild caught birds was prohibited by the EU, due to the human health and welfare
concerns involved.

Overview of exotic pet issues globally £
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Popular culture and social media plays a role in making owning exotic pets more acceptable

R m} 12:10
' Ry ! o The Pet Collective posted an episode of Try Not to Laugh b _
6 September at 23:00 - & z i 3 7
- "Meet "pumpkin”. He is a pied ball python with
A ; . "
Ay 3 an adorable jack-o'-lantern spot!

Asite TN peTdppoon

Otter - A Cute Otters And Funny Otters Videos Compilation || NEW HD ...

YouTube - mihaifrancu

Jry Notfo Laughy 2\ Follow
BEi

OOU 15K 730 Comments 8K Shares 2M Views
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Exotic pet ownership in Canada s
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The 10% broken down

® Freshwater Fish
m Exofic Birds
® Small Mammals

lizard or Iguana

Brazij
China ~ Netherlands
15% 119,
10% incidence of exotic pet ownership in Canad:
> 54% of these also have a cat or dog . o —

Overview of exotic pet issues globally
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Research, Channels & Motivations: Canada

Most common reason for owning an exotic pet is:
» Friends & family (41%) followed by a local pet store (33%)
« Wildlife park or zoo (16%), YouTube videos (12%) and mobile petting zoos or
roadside attractions (10%)
Almost 33% spent a few hours or less researching what pet to buy and how to care

or it

Local pet stores, friends & family, and websites are typically most trusted sources of
info
33% claim to be exotic pet owners for a love of animals

25% believe their animal is easy to care for
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wild animals have complex behavioral, social, nutritional and
psychological needs. Most people cannot meet the needs of wild animals kept as pets.”

— exotic animals have complex
behavioural, social, nutritional and psychological needs that require expert care to ensure their
welfare as well as the health and safety of their keepers. Moreover, many non-indigenous
species can, if inadvertently introduced to a foreign ecosystem, disrupt ecological balance and
create long-term habitat damage.

opposes keeping any native or exotic wild
animal species, or their hybrids as pets. Doing so may compromise animal welfare, pose
unnecessary risks to human and other companion animal health and safety, and may adversely
impact the ecosystem.

states that “ownership of exotic pets involves special risks to the
health of animal keepers and to the health of those around them.”

- “some species are completely unsuitable for
being kept by the general public and recommends the drafting of suitability lists.”

opposes the trade and keeping of wild or exotic animals as pets. It supports
all steps, including the passage of progressive legislation, which affords a greater degree of
protection for wild animals and their habitats, and which reduces the infliction of pain and
suffering upon them.
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Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg and Malta have adopted Positive Lists.

A Positive List details which animal species are suitable to be kept as pets by
anyone and is clear, easy to understand, less of an administrative burden and
cost-effective.

« Evidence based approach

« Species can be added and removed

* It limits the species but enhances their care information

« Can be added as secondary legislation amendments to national Animal
Welfare Acts

« All animals listed on CITES Appendix | & Il are automatically added
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World Animal Protection Canada

90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 960
Toronto, OMN M4P 2Y3

Phone: 416 369 0044

Fax: 416 369 0147

Toll-Free: 1 800 363 9772

Email: info@worldanimalprotection.ca

For press enquiries, please see our media centre.
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https://www.worldanimalprotection.ca



